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On Saturday, Nov. 12, representatives from four local 
women’s shelters sat down together for AAUW-KC’s 
membership meeting that focused on “Women in Crisis.” 

Each panelist gave a presentation about her shelter 
including information on crisis intervention, prevention 
and support services and programs. The meeting 
adjourned following an educational Q&A session.

Why not include Rose Brooks, True Light, Newhouse, 
Hope House or a local women’s shelter on your holiday 
shopping list this year!  Your generous support will help 
women throughout our community find renewed self-esteem, establish financial and emotional freedom, and realize their long-
desired life goals.

TAKING ACTION
Crossing the Line: Sexual Harassment at School

AAUW’s latest research report, Crossing 
the Line: Sexual Harassment at School, presents 
comprehensive new data on the prevalence of 
sexual harassment in grades 7–12 and its effect 
on students’ education. Please help us share 
this research with your community.  Download 
the full report or order hard copies from the 
AAUW website:  www.aauw.org/learn/research/
crossingtheline.cfm.
Sexual harassment seems to be normal, everyday 
behavior in our schools—and it is something we 
must address!  Why?  Because it hasn’t stopped even though we have 
known about it for years.  Remember AAUW’s 1993 Hostile Hallways 
survey?  With that study, we gave the kind of spotlight that was 
supposed to stop harassment.  Instead of our girls cowering by their 
lockers or acting as if the demeaning sexual remarks were no big deal, or 
swiftly deleting a sexual innuendo and then going about business as if 
nothing was wrong, we were hoping that by bringing the problem to the 
forefront we could eliminate sexual harassment and its effects.  
When I read the new report, Sexual Harassment at School, I was so 
discouraged.  The problem is still here.  And what was even more 
discouraging was that our girls AND their parents are not reporting 
these acts to the appropriate school personnel.  

The survey conducted in May and June 2011 shows 
that some students try to shrug it off as being just a 
part of the school day, even though it has been proven 
that sexual harassment negatively affects girls.  They 
have trouble sleeping, they don’t want to go to school 
or try to vary their route to and from school.
When I think about inspiring our girls to participate 
in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics), this problem seems to just pierce that 
balloon!
And what can we do as AAUW members?  Please 
read the report and then start talking!  One place to 
start is by talking to the girls in your personal circle 

— our granddaughters, our nieces, our neighbors, and don’t forget to 
talk to our boys. I hope we can start some activities in our local branch 
and join state leaders who are taking action.  The full report has some 
suggestions to get this started.  
It’s discouraging to think that women still earn only 74% of what men 
do.  We were doing so well; then maybe we relaxed since it looked like 
we were making gains.  Perhaps it was three steps forward, but then 
two and one more step backward.  We must be vigilant.  We must keep 
up that push.  It would be nice to relax on the couch, but I’m making a 
personal resolve to join in this battle of Crossing the Line.  It is a big deal.  
Please join me in whatever way you can. 

Panel Discusses State of  Local KC Women’s Shelters 

Panel Members (L-R): Mary Emerson from Rose Brooks; Alice Wallack, True Light; 
Bridgette Mavec, Newhouse; and Sandra Vogt, Hope House.

By Gloria Bandstra, AAUW-KC Member
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President’s reflections...
As we are wrapping up (in a sparkling bow!) the first half of our program year, I am proudly 
reflecting on our remarkable accomplishments in recent months.  As we enter the holiday season, I want to 
say thank you to the Executive Board:  Mary Emily Kitterman (President Elect), Winnie Weinrich (Program 
VP), Nicky Stanke (Membership VP), Gloria Bandstra and Pam Burke (Co-Secretaries), and Stefanie Hatfield 
(Treasurer) for their dedication and resolve to advance equity for women and girls.  And to all the others who 
attend monthly board meetings and work diligently behind the scenes, you have my sincere gift of gratitude.  
We have much to celebrate!

Highlights from June through December include the AAUW National Convention (six of us went to Washington, D.C.) in June, the board 
planning retreat (focus on member recruitment) and the garage sale at Athenaeum in July, the board meeting where we planned our year in 
August, our Welcome Back Social in September, the Thorpe Menn Literary Awards Luncheon in October, and the Starr Symposium and 
Women in Crisis panel in November.  Don’t forget that the Wagy Awards & Holiday Lunch is this month. WOW!  We have been a busy 
bunch of gals—and our strong story continues as AAUW-KC moves forward into the year 2012.

Another cause for celebration is the special recognition of our very own Mary Kay McPhee.  On November 1, she was bestowed the Athena 
Award by the Greater Kansas City Chamber of Commerce.  Named for Athena—the Greek goddess of Intelligence and Wisdom, Art and 
Sciences—this award recognizes not only exemplary leadership and service, but honors an individual who has actively assisted in opening 
pathways for others.  As stated in the awards program:  “Many women have benefitted from Mary Kay’s wisdom, dedication and mentorship.  
As an educator, Mary Kay has devoted her life to investing in the lives and health of young people, and this investment will change the trajectory 
of the community for many generations.”  A job well done and recognition well deserved.  Congratulations to Mary Kay McPhee!

And remember...we’re all in this adventure together.  Merry Holidays to all my sisters in AAUW! 

Sara Pedram, President, AAUW-KC

PS:  See you at the Wagy Awards & Holiday Luncheon on Dec. 10!

AAUW KCMO Branch - TAKING ACTION

AAUW-KC members dance to 
the Wild Women’s rendition of 
Gloria Gaynor’s “I Will Survive”.

(Above L-R) Linda Berube 
and Kelli Wright, Co-chairs of 
the 2011 Starr Symposium 
Organizing Committee, 
take the stage to welcome 
everyone.

Saturday, Nov. 5

Age Becomes Us:
Leading, Empowering 
and Building 
Capacity Across the 
Generations

Starr
SympoSium
event
highlightS
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aauw-kc monthly eventS

• dec 9 & 23 - friday forums
     discussing current local and international topics in the media.
     waldo library, 10–11 a.m.

• dec 15 - cuisine club
aauW-Kc cuisine club invites all members to its annual Holiday Pot luck and White 
elephant exchange on thursday, Dec. 15, 11:30 a.m. the party will be graciously 
hosted at the home of rosie Grinstead, 6505 Willow lane, mission Hills, Ks 66208. 
the “pot luck” is a true pot luck, i.e., bring something to share with six to eight 
people, and if all we get are desserts, then so be it. the gift exchange runs much the 
same: bring a wrapped gift with no tag.
in order for us to know how many forks to put out, please call nicky stanke at 816-
753-0812 to let her know you’re coming, no later than tuesday, dec.13. 

• 4tH tuesday booK club
there will be no book club meeting in december.
Prepare for the Jan. 23 meeting by picking up and reading “The People of the 
Book”  by geraldine Brooks.

Nettie Irene Van Der Veer

Wagy Awards &
Holiday Luncheon

Saturday,  December 10
grand street café
4740 Grand in the Plaza Room

11:00 a.m.  Social
11:30 a.m.  Seating & Lunch
1:00 p.m.    Awards Presentation

RSVP date has been extended to Saturday, Dec. 3.
Please call Pam Burke at 816-444-1061.  

Please visit our NEW website http://kansascity-mo.aauw.net for 
more information and a complete calendar of events.

About the Irene V.D.V. Wagy Fund
Since 1998, the Kansas City Branch has awarded over $152,000 to Kansas 
City area nonprofit organizations to promote societal change through 
programs benefiting women and girls and advancing education and equity.  
At the luncheon we will award $10,500 and hear from the recipients. The 
grants were made possible by the bequest of long-time member Irene 
V. D. V.  Wagy. In addition, each year AAUW-KC members are given the 
opportunity to increase the amount available through their individual 
contributions. This year’s grants include $1,000 from the Helen and Bob 
Brooks bequest and $1,175 from other members. This year you will once 
again have the opportunity to make a tax-deductible contribution to be 
used for the 15th annual grants to be made in 2012. Come prepared to be 
moved by the stories of the organizations that receive the 2011 grants, 
enjoy a scrumptious holiday lunch and make your donation for 2012. 
Wouldn’t it be great if we could award $15,000 in 2012, our 15th year!

leadership memorial Fund
In conjunction with the Irene V.D.V. Wagy Fund, the new Leadership 
Memorial Fund has been established to honor leaders of our branch.  
The fund is designed to receive tax-deductible gifts in memory of branch 
members who have served as leaders.  Such funds will be awarded along 
with the annual Wagy grants each year, beginning in 2012. 
Celebrate this new opportunity by attending a coffee at the home of 
Ardy Pearson, 1012 W. 66th Terr., Kansas City, MO, on Saturday, Dec. 
17, 10 a.m. to noon.  A donation is not necessary, but will be welcome.  
This is also an excellent opportunity to introduce prospective members to 
the workings of our organization.  No need to reply; there’ll be plenty of 
coffee and holiday cookies!
For more information and to donate, please call Finance Chair, Ellen 
Johnson at 816-931-5288 or email: ellen.johnson@gmail.com.
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12/7
Diane Krizek

12/10
Ann Kindred

12/16
Connie Gray

12/26
Bambi Shen

12/27
Charleen Brain

Pamela Chaudoin
Bev Ryan
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two-minute activist
Want to make your voice known to your legislators? Use AAUW’s 
on-line email action program, the “Two-Minute Activist.” First, 
take one minute to read about the latest issue in Congress. Then, 
take one more minute to personalize a message and email it to your 
member of Congress.  Make the Two-Minute Activist at: http://
capwiz.com/aauw/home/ one of your weekly “to-dos!”

aauw Funds - it’s not too late
to make a Donation for 2011

Happy Birthdays!

join
or reneW

Did you know? 
If you bring a prospective member to 
one of the AAUW Membership events, 
and s/he decides to join right there at 
the event, that lucky new member gets 

half off the National dues for the first year?  That’s a savings of 
$24.50!  With a membership check of $54.50, our new members 
get the full benefits of belonging to a group actively working for 
gender equality.  So bring a friend to any one of the upcoming 
events, and watch AAUW-KC grow!

For more information or to join, please contact Nicky Stanke, 
Membership VP, 816-753-0812 or nickystanke@sbcglobal.net

AAUW-Kansas City, MO Branch TAKing ACTiOn newsletter is a monthly publication 
that brings local news and updates to your email or mail box. Send your 
feedback about what you’ve read or submit articles to Carrie Maidment, email: 
cmaidmentpmd@hughes.net or mail to 12508 Northern Ave., Liberty, MO 64068.

Page 13   Bentley, Earline     earline_bentley@att.net
Page 14    Caldwell, Mollie                                              816.645.1384
                     707 W. 86th St.
                     Kansas City, MO 64114
 Page 18   McPhee, Mary Kay mkmcphee@sbcglobal.net 

annual leGislative retreat
Jan. 6-7, 2012
rickman center, Jefferson city, mo
Sponsored by the Missouri Women’s Network, this annual retreat 
will feature workshops, reviews of the 2011 legislative sessions, 
speakers and presentations.  More information and registration 
forms are available for download at www.aauwmo.org. Please call 
Jane Crigler at 816-523-7781 if you are interested in attending and 
carpooling.    

membersHiP meetinG
Who Rules in the USA: We the People or Corporations?
Jan. 18, 2012
plaza library large meeting room, 6–8 p.m.
Special guest speaker: Mary Lindsay, leader of Kansas City Move 
To Amend, a nonpartisan association of Americans who were 
moved to take action against the Supreme Court’s disastrous ruling 
to make corporations individuals. Does this continue to steam you? 
Join us to find out what’s being done about it!

mark your calenDarS

PLEASE NOTE: 
Additions and 
Corrections to 
2011-12 AAUW 
Kansas City, MO 
Branch Directory:

Please notify Stefanie, sthatfield@everestkc.net of any changes or corrections.

“A snowflake is one of the most fragile creations, but look 
what they can do when they stick together!”

Happy Holidays!

Did you forget to respond to the letter from Bev Ryan and Rachel 
Reeder inviting you to make a contribution to AAUW Funds again 
this year?   It’s not too late to make a tax-deductible contribution by 
sending your check in the envelope provided by Dec. 12, 2011 or 
going on line to www.aauw.org.   At the AAUW website, you can 
also learn more about all the different ways your donations will help 
support our mission of advancing education and equity for women 
and girls. 

Please contact Bev Ryan 816-333-2159 or Rachel Reeder 913-449-
0588 if you have any questions.

Please visit our NEW website: http://kansascity-mo.aauw.net for more 
information and a complete calendar of events.

http://capwiz.com/aauw/home/
http://capwiz.com/aauw/home/
www.aauw.org
http://kansascity-mo.aauw.net

