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Remembering AAUW-KC’s 118 Year History!
At our Sept. 10 Coffee Social member Ardy Pearson 
graciously shared her scrapbooks, comments, and wisdom 
about AAUW-KC’s inspiring accomplishments, heritage, and 
story, which still continues to unfold as we celebrate our 118 
year history this year!  On display were two beautiful silver 
trays and an elaborate silver coffee urn, all items that were 
donated to the Branch between the decades of the 1930s 
and the 1960s, in honor or memory of someone dear to our 
group.  After Ardy’s program, these artifacts were officially 
presented to Sarah Dougherty and Denise Morrison, staff 
members of the Kansas City Museum, and will be placed 
in safekeeping at their office at Union Station.  In addition, 
the items may occasionally be used in exhibitions.  The 
conveyance of these pieces of our branch history created a 
memorable moment for all who were present.

Thorpe menn award luncheon a greaT success!
On Saturday, Oct. 1 nearly 100 guests were in attendance at the 33rd Annual Thorpe Menn award luncheon, sponsored by 
AAUW-KC and the KC Public Library. The event recognizes excellence in writing by Kansas City area authors.

The 2011 award was presented to Christie Hodgen, Elegies for the 
Brokenhearted. The finalists for this year’s award were: Tasha Haas, 
Certain Dawn, Inevitable Dawn and Barbara Stuber, Crossing the 
Tracks. 14 nominated authors were also honored at the event.

The award was initiated to honor Thorpe Menn’s work for 
recognizing excellence in writing by a local author.  As book editor 
of the Kansas City Star, Menn sought to encourage all aspects of 
Kansas City’s cultural life—art, jazz, poetry and fiction.

Candice Millard, distinguished local author, delivered the keynote 
address, and captivated the audience with details about her new 
book, The Destiny of the Republic: A Tale of Madness, Medicine & the 
Murder of a President.

Books by the winner, finalists and speaker were available for 
purchase courtesy of Rainy Day Books and authors provided 
autographs following the event.

  

TAKING ACTION

AAUW-KC member Ardy Pearson (center) presents Sarah Dougherty (left) and Denise Morrison
from the Kansas City Museum with AAUW-KC artifacts.

A CALL TO LOCAL AUTHORS! Nominations for 2012 Thorpe Menn Award are now being accepted.
The award includes $500 and a name-engraved plaque. Books must have been published in 2011.

For more information, please call Pam Chaudoin at 816-728-1304 or e-mail: pamelachaudoin@sbcglobal.net
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presidenT’s reflecTions...
Welcome Back! It was thrilling to see so many of you at the Coffee & 
Tea Social on Sept. 10 at Oak Hall.  Thanks to Betty Shouse for securing the location and 
kudos to Nicky Stanke and Renee Carlson for coordinating refreshments and creating a lovely 
ambiance.  A highlight of our Sept. gathering focused on the rich history of the Kansas City 
Branch, founded in 1893. (Be sure and read about AAUW member Ardy Pearson’s wonderful 
presentation on page 1.)

The 33rd Annual Thorpe Menn Literary Excellence Award Luncheon was held on Saturday, Oct. 1 at the KC Central 
Public Library. Congratulations to local author Christie Hodgen who received the 2011 award for her book, Elegies for 
the Brokenhearted, the finalists Tasha Haas and Barbara Stuber and all of the nominated authors. Thanks to co-chairs 
Mary Emily Kitterman and Carrie Maidment, reading committee convener Nicky Stanke and comittee members for 
making this event such a great success!

As we swing into our 2011-2012 season, I am excited to report that 72 of us have renewed our commitment to AAUW 
by paying our annual dues.  Thank you!  We are pleased to announce three new members who joined us in Sept. – 
Stephanie Holthaus, Gene Foster and Arzie Umali.  Please welcome them when you see them at upcoming events!  
And remember … anytime is a great time to gain new members … so invite your friends to attend an AAUW-KC 
meeting/event with you. 

Also in this newsletter you will find announcements about upcoming fall events, such as the Starr Symposium on 
November 5 and our membership meeting on November 12, featuring a panel discussion about Women in Crisis. 
Please, mark your calendars!

As we enjoy the crisp, cool days of autumn, I look forward to seeing you soon and ask you to remember: We are all in 
this adventure together!   ’Til next time…  

Sara Pedram, President, AAUW-KC

Welcome
New Members!

join
or renew

We are making inroads on Education Equity, Reproductive Choice, Health Care, Work Place 
Equality, Civil Rights and more. Join us and continue to make our voices heard! 

Annual dues 2011-2012: $79.00
For more information, please contact Nicky Stanke via e-mail: nickystanke@sbcglobal.net

Arzie Umali Stephanie HolthausGene Foster
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upcoming evenTs...
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aauw-kc monthly events:

• ocT. 14 & 28 - friday forum
     discussing current local and international topics in the media.
     waldo library, 10:00 am

• ocT. 20 - cuisine club
    extra virgin, 1900 main street, Kcmo, 11:30 am-1:30 pm, 

extra virgin has “an extensive menu of innovative yet simple 
mediterranean tapas...”   entry to the restaurant is on 19th street, next 
door to michael smith, the chef/owner of both places.  

    (call nicky for more information at 816-753-0812)

• ocT. 25 - 4Th Tuesday booK club
    The Moonflower Vine by by jetta carleton 
    waldo library, 6:00 pm, discussion leader: rachel reeder

for a complete calendar of events, please visit: www.aauwkc.org

notIce: a new and improved aauw-Kc website is currently under 
construction. watch your e-mails for relaunch information.

The morning and afternoon keynote sessions will be free with registration.  The workshops and lunch will 
have a registration fee of $20.  Watch your mail for a postcard with full details on how to register or

go to the Starr Symposium website:  http://www.umkc.edu/starr/

2011 Starr SympoSium 
A Joint Activity of the UMKC Women’s Council and UMKC Women’s Center

Age Becomes Us:  Leading, Empowering and Building 
Capacity across the Generations.

Saturday, November 5, 2011, 8:30-3:00 p.m.
UMKC Pierson Auditorium

AAUW-KC members are invited to attend the 2011 
Starr Symposium featuring keynote speakers Gloria 
Steinem and Dolores Huerta, lunch with entertainment 
by the Wild Women of Kansas City and workshops on 
issues related to women and aging led by Kansas City 
area leaders and UMKC faculty members.  AAUW-KC 
member, Linda Berube is co-chair of the planning 
committtee for this event.

A AU w - kC  m e m b e R S H i p  m e e T i n g
S AT U R d Ay,  n O v.  12 @  2 p m

S U n R O O m  O f  A R m O U R  H O m e S
(81st  &  Wornal l ,  KCMO)

Featuring a panel discussion followed by a
question & answer session on the subject of

“Women in Crisis”

Watch for complete details in our Nov. 2011 newsletter.

http://www.umkc.edu/starr/


October 20                Suzanne Carroll
October 27                Rosie Grinstead
October 28                Marian Wade
                                  Stephanie Holthaus

May your age 
spots be small, 
and your wrinkles 
be few, may you 
wear a bikini ‘til 
you’re 102!

Legislation which would allow for the creation of a National 
Women’s History Museum on the National Mall passed out of 
committee in the House of Representatives in September 2011. 
The museum, which would be paid for entirely through private 
donations and which would have to pay fair market price for 
the land it would occupy, would be the only museum specifically 
about women and their contribution to American history in the 
nation’s capital.

 AAUW believes it is critical that we as a nation recognize the 
importance of remembering how far women have come and 
honoring those who have played an integral part in getting us 
here. With women’s history missing from so many other venues 
in Washington D.C., the NWHM will provide a necessary and 
meaningful home to the history of women’s struggle for equality.

For more information, please visit www.nwhm.org.

In Memoriam...
A smile for all, a heart of gold

The very best the world could hold
Those we love don’t go away

They walk beside us every day 

We mourn the loss of our dear friends and
long-time members.

Audrey J. Shafer
92, passed away on September 17, 2011

Marjorie E. Rees
90, passed away on September 27, 2011

Marjorie K. Bernard
86, passed away on September 28, 2011

Our support and sympathy is extended to their 
family during this difficult time.

Our Nov. 2011 newsletter will feature a special remembrance 
article for these wonderful ladies. If you would like to share 
your memories, please send an e-mail to Stefanie Hatfield

at:  sthatfield@everestkc.net

National Women’s History 
Museum Moves Closer to 

Becoming a Reality

AAUW KCMO Branch - TAKING ACTION

AAUW-Kansas City, MO Branch Taking Action Newsletter is a monthly publication that brings local news and updates to your e-mail or mail box.
Send your feedback about what you’ve read or submit articles to Carrie Maidment, e-mail: cmaidmentpmd@hughes.net or mail to: 12508 Northern Ave., Liberty, MO 64068.

https://svc.aauw.org/museum/history/
Visit this one-of-a-kind 
museum featuring artifacts, 
images, and documents that 
chronicle AAUW’s history: 
the minutes of the first 
official meeting in 1882; the 
thank-you notes from Nobel 
Prize winner Marie Curie 
after AAUW presented her 
with funds to purchase one 
gram of radium; the reports 
that laid the foundation for 
AAUW’s status as a leader 
in the educational equity 
arena. 
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www.nwhm.org

