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TAKING ACTIONAmerican Association of University Women

2011-2012 Officers and Centennial Awards 
Presented at June Picnic

More than 800 people attended the event in Washington, D.C., June 
16-19, including members of the AAUW-Missouri delegation pictured 
above on the Hill for Lobby Day. 

Enjoy convention highlights online at http://convention.aauw.org/live.aspx, 
including video testimonials, new AAUW videos, workshop and skill-
building materials, and more. 

AAUW 2011 NAtIONAL CONVeNtION A HUGe SUCCeSS!

AAUW-KCMO president Sara Pedram poses 
with a banner that listed the Top Ten Branches 
in the nation in donations to AAUW-Funds 
which includes Kansas City.

On a June evening in the beautiful Loose Park Garden Center, AAUW-KCMO members enjoyed a pot-luck picnic and pre-
sented our new 2011-2012 Officers. Congratulations! 
Sara Pedram, President
Mary Emily Kitterman, President-Elect
Winnie Weinrich, V.P. Programs
Nicky Stanke, V.P. Membership
Stefanie Hatfield, Treasurer

Jane Crigler, Public Policy
Gloria Bandstra, Co-Secretary
Pam Burke, Co-Secretary
Carrie Maidment, Newsletter Editor
Rachel Reeder, Fund Co-Chair

Beverly Ryan, Fund Co-Chair
Ellen Johnson, Finance Chair
Linda Berube, Communication Co-Chair
Corinne Mahaffey, Communication Co-Chair
 

Centennial Awards were given to two well-deserving candidates.  The winners shared their stories, struggles, and accomplishments 
with those in attendance. Well done Sofia Castellano and Laura Foster, both from Maple Woods Community College.

The Centennial Scholarship Fund was established in 1993 as part of AAUW-KCMO Centennial celebration.  The scholarships 
are given to two of the women who receive the Reentry Women of the Year Award from the Kansas City Interbranch Council.   The 
Reentry Women of the Year Award program was initiated in 1987 under the leadership of  Marjorie Rees (AAUW-KCMO president, 
1985-87) and the Kansas City Interbranch Council who wanted to support the many women who return to college after an absence 
of five or more years. Many of these women have children and family obligations and are in need of financial assistance.  The Kansas 
City area branches which currently include Independence, Kansas City, Kansas City Northland, Northern Clay and Raytown contact 
area colleges with information and applications for potential recipients.  The winners selected are those that best exemplify the effort, 
perseverance and courage of the mature woman who want to return to the classroom in pursuit of personal and vocational goals.

http://convention.aauw.org/live.aspx


LeArN ACt CONNeCt

preSIdeNt’S refLeCtIONS...
We’re all in this adventure together and, once again, we’re on the 

brink of another great year with our AAUW-KC sisters! You are invited to join us at 
our Fall Coffee & Tea Social on Saturday, September 10, 10:00 a.m. at Oak Hall, 4550 
Warwick Blvd.  Plan to join the celebration and, I urge you to contact Nicky Stanke, V.P. 
Membership, to let her know the names of your friends you’ve invited.  

Six of your Branch members attended the AAUW National Convention in Washington, 
DC from June 16-19 … Gloria Bandstra, Pat Berge, Linda Berube, Ellen Johnson, Sara Pedram and Bambi Shen.  
It was my first Convention and truly was an educational and exciting experience.  Nearly 800 women (representing 
all 50 states) participated in activities and programs, including Lobby Day on Capitol Hill on Friday, June 17.  Talk 
about the BIG “Teal Machine!”  Your Missouri delegation met with staff in the offices of Sen. Roy Blunt, Sen. 
Claire McCaskill, and Rep. Emanuel Cleaver.  The three issues addressed were: protecting Social Security, enacting 
the Campus Sexual Violence Elimination Act, and building the National Women’s History Museum.

Convention was a marvelous opportunity to meet AAUW sisters from around the country and share ideas about 
programs that focus on advocacy for girls and women in all walks of life.  Many workshops were offered and I 
attended a session called: “What Makes Women Decide to Join or Stay in an Organization Today?”  Key points from this 
presentation were shared and discussed at our Summer Board Retreat on July 14.  And … we are asking for support 
this year from each and every one of you to help grow AAUW-KC with your individual commitment to “retain 
current members and gain new members.”   Please join your officers and board members as we all work to grow and 
thrive our branch!

I purchased a book at Convention titled “Secrets of Powerful Women” (2010) in which top women in American 
politics share their keys to power—and how to use them.  One chapter particularly inspired me.  The chapter title is 
“Stay in the Race” and it was written by Carolyn Maloney, first woman to represent the 14th Congressional District of 
New York; first woman to chair the Joint Economic Committee in Congress; and author of “Rumors of Our Progress 
Have Been Greatly Exaggerated.”  Here’s a brief excerpt from the section she calls Women Are a Worthy Cause:   

“I don’t think you would find any American who would say that women should be discriminated against.  But 
when you study the numbers you see that we still earn seventy-seven cents to every dollar men earn.  Women are 
51 percent of the population, 17 percent of Congress, and only 5 percent of CEOs.  Just 3 percent of the clout jobs 
in media go to women.  So there is still a lot of work to be done, and I would challenge you to find a cause or a goal 
that is as worthy. 

Be a mentor.  Find a mentor. Get out there and make a difference.  Eleanor Roosevelt used to say, “It’s up to the 
women.” I truly do believe that with more women at not just the kitchen table, but the peace table, the legislative 
table, the media table, all tables of the world—this world will be a better place.  It’s up to you. Go out there, take 
your seat at the table, and make a difference with your life.”

   …As summer is waning and autumn is approaching, I leave you with these reflections… 

—Sara Pedram, President, AAUW-KC 

jOIN
Or reNeW

We are making inroads on Education Equity, Reproductive Choice, Health Care, Work Place 
Equality, Civil Rights and more. Join us and continue to make our voices heard! 

Annual dues 2011-2012: $79.00
For more information, please contact Nicky Stanke at nickystanke@sbcglobal.net or go online to www.aauwkc.org
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We Cordially Invite You to Attend the 33rd Annual

Thorpe Menn Literary Excellence Award Luncheon
Celebrating the literary excellence of  local authors.

Saturday, October 1, 2011
11:30 Social, Lunch 12:00

The Kansas City Public Library
Helzberg Auditorium, 14 West 10th Street, Kansas City, MO

UpCOmING eVeNtS...

It’s time for all AAUW-KCMO members to get back into 
action after our Summer break with coffee, tea and snacks!

Saturday,  September 10
10am-Noon

The Oak Room at Oak Hall - 4550 Warwick, KCMO
This is also a perfect time to invite prospective members to learn about AAUW and 

our many Branch programs and events we offer to support women and girls.

Leaders of 100 High School Girls, Friday Forum, Wagy Grants, Book Club, Cuisine 
Club, Thorpe Menn Award are encouraged to attend to chat about their events.

Ardy Pearson will share some of her mementos, and display the historical silver 
trays our Branch is donating to the KC Museum. 

RSVP to Nicky at 816-753-0812 or nickystanke@sbcglobal.net 

The  Thorpe Menn Award was established in 1979 by AAUW-KCMO Branch, 

to honor Thorpe Menn, a longtime book editor of the Kansas City Star, who supported all 

aspects of Kansas City’s cultural life, especially local authors and artists.

$30 Per Guest / Lunch Catered by Pierpont’s
For more information and reservations, please contact Pam Chaudoin

at 816-728-1304 or pamelachaudoin@sbcglobal.net by Sept. 23.

Keynote Speaker  Candice Millard
is a former writer and editor for National Geographic. Her first 
book, The River of Doubt: Theodore Roosevelt’s Darkest Journey, 
was a New York Times bestseller and was named one of the best 
books of the year by, among others, The New York Times, The 
Washington Post, The San Francisco Chronicle, and The Christian 
Science Monitor. Her second book, The Destiny of the Republic: 
A Tale of Madness, Medicine & the Murder of a President, will 
be released in September 2011. Millard lives in Kansas City with 
her husband and three children.

Award Finalists
Tasha Haas - Certain Dawn, Inevitable Dawn

Christie Hodgen - Elegies for the Brokenhearted
Barbara Stuber - Crossing the Tracks
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AAuW-KCMO MOnThLY EvEnTS:

• Sept. 9 & 23 - frIdAy fOrUm
     discussing current local and international topics in the media.
     Waldo Library, 10:00 Am

• Sept. 15 - CUISINe CLUb
   foodies enjoy local restaurant cuisine.
   11:30 Am-1:30 pm
   (Call Nicky for restaurant & location 816-753-0812)

• Sept. 27 - 4tH tUeSdAy bOOk CLUb
    Tom Sawyer by mark twain 
     Waldo Library, 6:00 pm

for a complete calendar of events, please visit www.aauwkc.org

nOTICE: A new and improved AAUW-kCmO website is currently under 
construction. Watch your emails for relaunch information.



Many thanks to all in the AAUW-KC Branch who provided generous assistance of sale items, monetary donations, time, and energy 
that were contributed to the July 23 Garage Sale at the Athenaeum in Kansas City. The letter below was sent with our contribution.

Date:    July 29, 2011
To:       Joplin Schools Tornado Relief Fund
From:   American Association of University Women (AAUW) - Kansas City Branch
RE:      Contribution to Rebuild Joplin RVIII Schools

From proceeds raised in our recent garage sale, AAUW-Kansas City is pleased to send a check for $354.42 to assist in the rebuilding 
of Joplin Schools following the May tornado.

American Association of University Women is a national network with the primary mission to advocate for and advance educational 
opportunities on behalf of girls and women.

We regret the terrible destruction that has occurred to so many citizens in Joplin and send our best wishes as your community begins 
the arduous task of rebuilding.

Hopefully AAUW-Kansas City’s monetary contribution (enclosed) will assist the parents, students, and teachers in the Joplin 
Schools as they enter the 2011-2012 school year.

Special Note:
Longtime AAUW-KC member Gloria Bandstra expresses 
her appreciation of all of our support since her recent fall.  She 
indicated that she is currently working on physical therapy 
and keeping her positive spirit and hopes to rejoin her sisters 
at the Sept. 10 Coffe & Tea Social. Gloria says that she would 
love to hear from you, her cell is 913-290-1285.

Creating a Culture of Philanthropy
Fundraising creates donors. Philanthropy creates partners.

“I could not, at any age, be content to take my place in a corner by the 
fireside and simply look on. Life was meant to be lived. Curiosity must be kept 
alive. The fatal thing is the rejection. One must never, for whatever reason, 
turn one’s back on life.” —Eleanor Roosevelt

The 17 women who founded our organization in 1881 lived this 
truth even though they had never heard these words. The women were 
college graduates with great potential in a world that seemed reluctant 
to let them succeed. They were determined to make their own pathways 
and refused to wait for someone to do it for them. Thus, they founded 
the Association of Collegiate Alumnae in Boston. Forty years later, the 
organization would merge with the Southern Association of College 
Women to become the American Association of University Women. From 
the beginning, our mission has always been to provide education and 
opportunities for women.

With our founders in their minds, each AAUW branch and state takes 
pride in and upholds the AAUW legacy. Each individual member has 
added her or his own unique contribution to the national goals of AAUW. 
I hope you find ways to celebrate those contributions during your state 
and branch events. The activities of several branches were recognized 
at this year’s convention; as you saw, AAUW is active and vibrant! At 130 
years old, we’re still breaking through barriers, just as our foremothers 
did. It is our turn to keep things moving forward!

— Diane B. Ludwig, CFRE, Chair, AAUW National Fundraising Committee
      AAUW St. Louis (MO) Branch

Garage Sale Proceeds Help Joplin Schools

September 8                    Nicky Stanke
September 9                    Linda Berube
September 12                  Anita Berkowitz
September 14                  Jane Crigler
September 18                  Betty McDermott
September 29                  Wilma Major

May your age 
spots be small, 
and your wrinkles 
be few, may you 
wear a bikini ‘til 
you’re 102!
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AAUW-Kansas City, MO Branch Taking Action Newsletter is a monthly publication that brings KCMO Branch local news and updates to your e-mail or mail box.
Send us your feedback about what you’ve read or submit articles to Carrie Maidment, cmaidmentpmd@hughes.net or mail to: 12508 Northern Ave., Liberty, MO 64068.


