
 

Grassroots Movement to Amend the Constitution 
Discussed at January Membership Meeting

he corporate logo flag 
hung over the door during 

a presentation made by Mary 
Lindsay, leader of  Kansas City 
Move to Amend on Jan. 18 at the 
Plaza Library.  The flag served as 
a stark visual of what the Supreme 
Court’s ruling on Jan. 21, 2010 
that corporations are citizens in 
Citizens United v. Federal Election 
Commission represents.
Those in attendance watched a 
brief video that entertainingly 
conveyed a great deal of information about the Supreme Court 
decision, corporate personhood and why democracy only works 
when people are in charge!

Kansas City, Missouri Branch

American Association of University Women TAKING ACTION
feb 2012

An excerpt from the national Move to 
Amend website reads, “We, the People 
of the United States of America, reject 
the U.S. Supreme Court’s ruling in 
Citizens United, and move to amend 
our Constitution to firmly establish that 
money is not speech, and that human 
beings, not corporations, are persons 
entitled to constitutional rights.”
We encourage you to join the scores of 
local community organizations, labor 
unions, political parties and cities and 
town governments that are passing 

resolutions joining Move to Amend and calling for a Constitutional 
amendment. To learn more and to sign the petition, please visit 
www.movetoamend.org or www.kcmovetoamend.org.

T

ur Feb. 18 MeMbershIp MeeTING will be in joint session with the shawnee Mission branch. We invite you to join us and get to know 
neighboring members!  There will be a special dessert & coffee menu provided to order from and pay for individually. please make your 

reservations by Feb. 10 with Winnie Weinrich, either by phone (816) 808-7926 or email winnie061451@yahoo.com.

Traveling the 
Freedom Path: Quilts 
and the Underground 
Railroad 
Did you know that quilt patterns 
may have been used in a secret 
code to guide slaves to freedom by 
way of the Underground Railroad? 
speaker and writer Kathy Freshwater weaves 
intriguing, thought-provoking stories of African-
American slave quilters with contemporary, personal 
life stories as she invites her audience into the world 

of Underground railroad history and quilt lore.  Kathy 
began her interest in quilts and the Underground 
railroad in 2000 along with her mother, who was an 
avid quilter. As they investigated history and quilt lore 
they began a journey together they could never have 
imagined. Kathy has a degree in home economics from 
Iowa state University. she has lived in switzerland, 
belgium and Australia, and currently resides in 
Overland park, Ks.

Saturday, February 18
Yia Yia’s European Bistro
4709 W 119th st., Overland park, Ks 66209

1:00–3:00 p.m. 
Special Guest Speaker
Kathy Freshwater

O



learn act connect

President’s reflections...
2012 is a presidential election year and we’re already being 
bombarded with information about the candidates and the pressing issues.  There are many 
months to go before we vote, and I hope we all survive the ensuing onslaught of media 
attention.  In the book Secrets of Powerful Women, which I purchased in June 2011 at the 
AAUW National Convention, Lisa Maatz has penned a chapter that focuses on the power 
and strength of women as they relate to the political process.  Lisa is the Director of Public 

Policy and Government Relations for AAUW.

Following is a brief excerpt from a section in her chapter titled “Who has the Power? You Do.”  In a way, that’s what the 
AAUW is all about: the power of voices united to command both change and respect.  It’s 100,000 women working on issues we care 
about, on Title 9 and pay equity, on economic security, retirement security, access to education for women and girls.  Yes, I represent our 
members on Capitol Hill.  But I am only as strong as our AAUW grassroots network. At the end of the day, it’s my members who hold 
their elected officials accountable—in letters and op-eds, at town hall meetings, and ultimately at the ballot box.  It’s that accountability 
that gives me the power to make my case.  She concludes the section with…The AAUW doesn’t have a political action committee. 
We don’t give political contributions or endorse candidates. For the AAUW it’s all about collectively speaking truth to power in the most 
organized, effective way possible. It’s about grassroots advocacy. Never doubt that it has the power to make the world a better place.”

One of the programs offered by AAUW to university partners and local branches is “Elect Her—Campus Women Win.”  In 
2011, this project reached 17 campuses and over 400 participants, the only program in the country that trains college women 
to run for student government elective office.   This initiative acknowledges the necessity to build a greater pipeline for 
women running for office in order to diminish the long-standing political leadership gender gap. In addition, it recognizes 
the need to empower women from high school, college, and onward to view themselves as political candidates.  

The 2012 Elect Her–Campus Women Win trainings start in January and continue throughout the spring.  The program, 
which trains college women to run for student government, will reach 30 campuses and more than 700 women this year. Make 
sure to follow the trainings by reading AAUW Dialog and joining the Elect Her–Campus Women Win Facebook page.

*If you are interested in having a training session in the future on a campus near you, please email leadership@aauw.org.  
Women of all ages interested in helping women fill the political pipeline should visit the Women’s Campaign Forum’s “She 
Should Run” website at www.sheshouldrun.org or call 202-393-8164 for more information. 

Lastly, I want to thank Jane Crigler, AAUW-KC’s Public Policy Chair, for attending the Missouri Women’s Network 
(MWN) annual Legislative Retreat on January 6-7 in Jefferson City.   The group adopted the following legislative priorities 
for 2012: Tier 1—Reproductive Rights and Equal Rights Amendment; Tier 2—Health Care; Labor/Economy (including 
Pay Equity); Education; Tier 3—Human Rights; Immigration; Church/State Separation; and Domestic Violence.  Let’s all 
work with our state and local public policy officers to help advance these significant issues.

And remember … we’re all in this adventure together! 

Sara Pedram, President, AAUW-KC
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http://www.aauw.org/learn/LeadershipPrograms/electHer.cfm
http://blog-aauw.org/


uPcoming events...
AAUW KCMO Branch - TAKING ACTION

aauw-kc monthly events

• feb 10 & 24 - friday forum
     waldo library, 10:00 a.m.

Join us for our Great Decisions 2012 reading/discussion group series. if 
you have an interest in expanding your knowledge of international relations 
as well as engaging in discussion on crucial global issues, Great Decisions 
may be your cup of tea!  some of the topics we will feature include middle 
east realignment, mexico, exit from afghanistan and iraq, and state of the 
oceans– so timely!  the Great Decisions briefing book, the foundation 
for the series, is available for $18.  for more information, email Joanie, 
joanshores101@aol.com or Janelle at ramsburg@kc.rr.com.

• feb 16 - cuisine club
    story in Prairie village shopping center, 3931 w. 69th terr.,
 Prairie village, ks, 11:30 a.m.

story is an elegant, upscale neighborhood restaurant serving fresh, 
local, seasonal and creative american cuisine with spanish, french and 
italian influences.  if you would like to join us for lunch, please call nicky 
stanke, 816-753-0812 or email her at nickystanke@sbcglobal.net.

• feb 28 - 4th tuesday book club
     waldo library, 6:00-8:00 p.m.

The Paris Wife: A Novel by Paula mclain.
a deeply evocative story of ambition and betrayal, The Paris Wife captures a 
remarkable period of time and a love affair between two unforgettable people: 
ernest hemingway and his wife hadley.  discussion leader winnie weinrich.
mar 27  – River of Doubt: Theodore Roosevelt’s Darkest Journey by 
candice millard. discussion leader Joanie shores.
aPr 24  – Caleb’s Crossing, a novel by Geraldine Brooks. discussion 
leader marion shippee.
(Copies of featured books are availabe on reserve at the Waldo Library, 30 days 
in advance of the book’s club date.)

• march membershiP meeting
our membership meeting will return to the Plaza library on wednesday, 
march 21, 6:00-8:00 p.m.  We are starting something new!...everyone is 
invited to bring a “brown bag” meal of their own to enjoy and socialize before the 
program starts at 6:30 p.m. (bottled water will be provided.) Watch for program 
details in next month’s newsletter.

Please visit our NEW website,  kansascity-mo.aauw.net  for more information and a complete calendar of events.

Since 1931, the AAUW-KC Branch has sponsored a program to encourage girls in Kansas City, Missouri high schools to reach their 
full potential and attend college. The program has evolved into the inspiring annual spring reception known as “100 High School Girls.”  This 
reception is remembered by many of the past honorees and AAUW members for the inspiration it provides.   AAUW-KC members have heard 
from  members in other states at national conventions and through other connections  who remembered AAUW-KC because they had been one 
of  Kansas City’s “100 High School Girls.”   Honorees are senior high school girls from Kansas City, Missouri public high schools, who show 
strong leadership skills, academic excellence and active community involvement. Students are selected by teachers and counselors and are asked 
to write an essay to submit to AAUW-KC and a committee of AAUW members will select 2 winners of $1,000 scholarships.
In 2012, the “100 High School Girls” event will be held on Sunday afternoon, April 15 at 2:00 p.m. at the Bruce R. Watkins Cultural Center 
at 3700 Blue Parkway, Kansas City, Mo.  The event offers a great opportunity to meet and support local emerging young women leaders and 
their families.
 The “100 High School Girls” committee is asking you to get involved by attending the event, donating cookies, cupcakes and finger foods and/
or volunteering to be a hostess at the event. Please contact Janice McIntyre, committee chair at 913-299-2496, or committee members Mary 
Emily Kitterman, Earline Bentley and Ellen Johnson for more information. We hope to see you there!

High School Girls

Join with the other 99 girls in recognition of your many

accomplishments and congratulate the two girls who will 

receive a $1,000 scholarship each from AAUW-KCMO.

Sunday, April 3, 2011
2:00 p.m.
Bruce R. Watkins Cultural Center
3700 Blue Parkway, Kansas City, MO 64130

Speaker:  Barbara Clark-Evans
Director of the Intercultural Center at Kansas City, KS Community College

Performance by Celebrated Jazz Musician, Alice Jenkins

Refreshments 

Parents and guardians welcome

RSVP to Mary Emily Kitterman at mekglk@aol.com or 913-381-9616 by March 25

Save the Date!  “100 High School Girls” – April 15

feb 2012

http://kansascity-mo.aauw.net
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Welcome New Member

Happy Birthdays!

AAUW-KC Board
Establishes Communications
Guidelines

Why Join AAUW?
The AAUW-KC Board has established the following guidelines  
for the Taking Action newsletter and other communications to  
membership and prospects to insure that the information contained  
is correct and sent out in a timely manner. 
• Prior to publication all email, Constant Contact and newsletter 

articles that will be distributed to our membership and 
prospects must be sent to Communication chairs Linda Berube 
(lberube283@aol.com) and Corinne Mahaffey (corinne.
mahaffey@gmail.com) and President Sara Pedram (spedram45@
kc.rr.com) for review and approval.

• Members are encouraged to send suggestions and ideas for future 
newsletters and other communications for consideration by the 
Board. We also welcome your feedback about what you have read.

• Committee chairs and interest group leaders should send 
information regarding their events no later than the 15th of 
every month.  All publicity information should be submitted for 
publication at least two months prior to the event (minimum one 
month prior.)   

Our goal is to have the newsletter reach our readers by the first of 
every month.

The American Association of University Women has to be one of 
the most exciting organizations around. Building on its 125+ years 
of promoting education and equity for girls and women, AAUW 
continues to address issues of immense importance to girls and 
women. Today...
• Its Educational Foundation is the world’s largest source of funding 
exclusively for graduate women, offering fellowships and grants, 
and supporting research, community action projects and other 
related activities.

• Its Legal Advocacy Fund, historically the nation’s largest legal fund 
focused solely on sex discrimination in higher education, will now 
focus on providing support for landmark sex discrimination cases.

• Its significant research on topics such as pay equity and sexual 
harassment on campuses is used by advocates and decision makers 
in developing policies to address women’s issues.

• Its many well conceived programs in areas such as voter registration 
and its National Girls Collaborative Project which aims to increase 
the number of girls interested in science, technology, engineering 
and math, serve as models for local branches to use in developing 
their own programs.

But, in addition to such lofty mission-based activities and efforts, a 
major draw for AAUW members has always been the camaraderie 
and long-term friendships members find in their local branches. 
And having fun is always a priority, especially among the members 
of the Kansas City, Missouri Branch!

Mary Montag joined AAUW-KC in January 2012. She has her 
M.S. from Central Missouri State University and is the daughter of 
long-time member Helen Montag. We look forward to meeting her 
at future Branch events! 

Please visit our NEW website,  kansascity-mo.aauw.net 
for more stories, information and event details.

We are making inroads on Education Equity, 
Reproductive Choice, Health Care, Work Place 

Equality, Civil Rights and more. Join us and
continue to make our voices heard! 

Annual dues 2012–2013: $79.00
For more information or to join, please contact 
Nicky Stanke, V.p. Membership, 816-753-0812 
or nickystanke@sbcglobal.net.

Join
or reneW

Stefanie Hatfield                              
February 11

Kathy Dunn                                      
February 12

Gloria Bandstra                                  
February  14

Ardy Pearson                                  
February  18

Rachel Reeder                                
February 19

Debby Powell                                  
February 21

Margaret Shouse                             
February 27
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