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TAKING ACTIONAmerican Association of University Women

New Officers and Centennial Awards Presented at June Picnic

A A U W - K C M O   M e M b e r s h i p  M e e t i n g :

During the annual Celebration Picnic in June, we installed our 2012-2013 officers and our new president Mary Emily Kitterman 
presented us with her vision for the upcoming year. She cleverly introduced her mission of “Fighting the Backlash” and moved us all 
to stand strong on what we’ve accomplished and amp up the fight for women’s civil rights in the areas of economic equity including 
educational equity, access to health care including reproductive choice, and violence against women.

Ellen Johnson, Finance Chair
Stefanie Hatfield, Finance Officer
Beverly Ryan, Fund Chair
Jane Crigler, Co-Public Policy Chair
Joanie Shores, Co-Public Policy Chair

The 2012 Centennial Awards were given to two 
well-deserving candidates. The winners shared their 
stories, struggles, and accomplishments with those 
in attendance. Well done Kristin Peters and Rachel 
Potter, both from Maple Woods Community College.

The Centennial Scholarship Fund was established in 
1993 as part of AAUW-KCMO Centennial celebration.  
The scholarships are given to two of the year’s Reentry 
Women of the Year Award recipients. Many of these 
women have children and family obligations and are in need of financial assistance. Kansas City area 
branches including Independence, Kansas City, Kansas City Northland, Northern Clay, and Raytown 
work with area colleges to seek applicants that best exemplify the effort, perseverance and courage of 
the mature woman who wants to return to the classroom in pursuit of personal and vocational goals.

Saturday, September 8, 2012
2:00-4:00 p.m.

All Souls Unitarian Church
4501 Walnut, Kansas City, MO 64111

(1 block East of the Marriott Hotel at 45th & Main)

Enjoy delicious treats as you mingle and get reacquainted with 
your AAUW sisters after the long hot summer—and don’t 

forget to bring along prospective members!

RSVP to Janelle Ramsburg at ramsburg@kc.rr.com or (913) 831-9763 by Sept. 5.

Earline Bentley, Co-Secretary
Winnie Weinrich, Co-Secretary
Linda Berube, Communications Chair
Sara Pedram, Nominating Committee Chair 

• Public Policy Co-Chairs will present an inspiring
    “GET OUT THE VOTE” Campaign invitation 
• Program Co-Chairs will share brief updates on
    exciting upcoming events for 2012-2013

(Top l-r) Kristin Peters joined by 
daughter Hannah and husband 
Josh. (Bottom l-r) Casey Mallory 
joined Rachel Potter, along 
with her parents, Jim and Kathy 
Crockett (not pictured).

Our 2012-2013 officers include:
Mary Emily Kitterman, President
Nicky Stanke, President-Elect
Pam Burke, Co-Program VP
Renee Carlson, Co-Program VP
Janelle Ramsburg, Membership VP

mailto:ramsburg@kc.rr.com


learn act connect

preSident’S MeSSaGe
Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful,

committed citizens can change the world; indeed,
it’s the only thing that ever has.

—Margaret Mead

s the heat of summer starts to fade and hints of autumn emerge, we celebrate the beginning of another year of 
friendship and dedicated work as members of the Kansas City branch of AAUW. I see us as the “small group 

of thoughtful, committed citizens” cited above, with our dedicated work centered on one particular issue: providing 
leadership in the fight for equity for women and girls through advocacy, education, philanthropy and research.

In 2012 this is still a challenge, for in this day and age, it is clear that women’s rights are again under attack. 
Therefore, we must stay alert as we monitor and analyze the news media, the presidential campaign, legislation 
at both state and national levels, the social media arena, our celebrity culture, diversity issues, and countless 
other topics that relate to our mission.  As we share concerns with one another, we build strength, plan relevant 
programming, develop plans of action, and as our Get Out the Vote Campaign slogan expresses, “we will be heard.”

So, we look forward to the first membership meeting of 2012-13, our FALL FLING, a celebration scheduled for 
Saturday, September 8 from 2:00-4:00 p.m. Please mark your calendars and plan to attend this event.

Since the elections are rapidly approaching, the program will feature the plans and activities of the “Get Out the 
Vote” interest group, chaired by Joanie Shores and Jane Crigler. This group has been working during the summer 
months, and their remarks will provide us with food for thought and lead us to further action.

Our Program Vice-Presidents, Pam Burke and Renee Carlson, have also worked during the summer to plan a year 
of educational programs designed to support our shared vision. It includes “old favorites,” such as the Thorpe Menn 
Awards Luncheon and 100 High School Girls, and also suggests vital topics for study, such as human trafficking 
and violence against women.

Please bring a friend or friends with you to this kick-off rally.  It will be a time for us to connect and reconnect with 
those who share our passion for women’s equity issues. As we strengthen our ties to each other, we will strengthen 
the effectiveness of our agenda. We especially look forward to meeting our newest members from the Kansas City 
Kansas Community College satellite branch.

In 1848, Elizabeth Cady Stanton and her colleagues in upstate New York held the first Women’s Rights 
Convention in America. In 1893, this Kansas City branch of AAUW was formed. In 1920, women finally won the 
right to vote. Let’s honor this heritage and make sure that 2012-13 is another year of growth and accomplishment 
for our branch!

I appreciate the opportunity afforded me to serve as president of this talented group, and I look forward to seeing 
you on September 8 and throughout the year.

Moving Forward...Fighting the  Backlash!

Mary Emily Kitterman, President, AAUW-KCMO

AAUW KCMO Branch - TAKING ACTION Sept. 2012
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Our committee of hard-working volunteers is assembling voter 
registration materials (flyers, voter registration forms, pledge 
cards, voter guides and more). 
Mark your calendar for these upcoming events:
H  August 22 - Lunch & Learn at the Plaza Library
H  September 19 - UMKC, Royal Hall
H  September 26 - Lunch & Learn at the Plaza Library
H  October 3 - Lunch & Learn at the Plaza Library
!!!<<Last day to register to vote - October 10>>!!!
H  October 31 - Lunch & Learn at the Plaza Library
We’d love for you to volunteer to work with us on this timely 
“Get Out The Vote” campaign!  Volunteer opportunities 
available include womaning information tables, making 
phone calls, preparing printed materials, and more. For more 
information, email Joanie Shores at joanshores101@aol.com 
or call her at (660) 200-5809.

Sara Pedram, Director, Global and Multicultural Education 
(GAME), and Dr. Brenda Bethman, Director, UMKC 
Women’s Center, will preside at the 7th biennial Activism for 
Human Rights Conference on October 4-5, 2012, Embassy 
Suites Hotel/Country Club Plaza, Kansas City, MO.

The conference will have a dual focus on two United Nations 
Conventions: Rights of the Child (CRC) and Elimination of 
All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW).  
Keynote speakers are Lillian Pardo, MD, Professor 
Emerita, KU Medical Center (focus on CEDAW); and 
Meg Gardinier, Chair, National Coalition for Ratification 
of CRC.  Workshop topics on Friday are Violence Against 
Women and Girls; Juvenile Justice; Women and Sustainability; 
Immigration; Promoting Financial Literacy for Women and 
Girls; and Garage Band Activism.

NOTE: Resolutions for ratification of CRC and CEDAW 
will be available for signing throughout the conference. 
They will be sent to the Senate in both Kansas and Missouri 
with the goal of ratification at the state level—the next 
step is ratification by the United States Senate of these two 
international conventions!

Registration costs vary according to participation. See website 
for two-day event schedule, pricing and registration: http://
activismhumanrights.wordpress.com/. You may also email 
info@kcglobalconcepts.org or call (816) 753-2372 for more 
details, registration and sponsorship opportunities. 

UpdAte:  “get Out the Vote”
Campaign 2012

Pedram and Bethman to 
Preside at  “Activism for 
Human Rights” Conference –
October 4 & 5
AAUW-KCMO is A prOUd pArtner And spOnsOr. 
please make plans to Join Us! 

Florence Petrides   8/11
Joanie Shores      8/14
Betty Hutson       8/15
Gene Foster    8/18
Corrine Mahaffey   8/24
Marion Shippee      8/28
Karen Smith      8/29

May your age 
spots be small, 

and your wrinkles 
be few, may you 
wear a bikini ‘til 

you’re 102!

AAUW KCMO Branch - TAKING ACTION Sept. 2012

Frances Weeks    8/30
Nicky Stanke    9/8
Linda Berube        9/9
Anita Berkowitz     9/12
Jane Crigler     9/14
Suellen Fried    9/18
Betty McDermott   9/18

Please visit our NEW website, kansascity-mo.aauw.net  for more information and a complete calendar of events.

join
or renew

We are making inroads on education equity, 
reproductive choice, health care, work place 
equality, civil rights and more. Join us and 

continue to make our voices heard! 

Annual dues 2012-2013:  $79.00
For more information, please contact Janelle Ramsburg at

ramsburg@kc.rr.com or (913) 831-9763.

http://activismhumanrights.wordpress.com/
http://activismhumanrights.wordpress.com/
mailto:info@kcglobalconcepts.org
http://kansascity-mo.aauw.net


upcoMinG eventS

$30 Per Guest / Lunch Catered by Pierpont’s

Please respond by september 28. Your check is your reservation.
Free parking with ticket validation. You may also RSVP by contacting

ellen Johnson at (816) 931-5288 or ellen.johnson@gmail.com.

AAUW KCMO Branch - TAKING ACTION Sept. 2012

 
AAuW-KCMo MoNtHLy eVeNtS:

• Sept. 14 & 28 - Friday ForuM
waldo library, 75th & Grand, KcMo, 10:00 a.M.
this is an informal discussion group on current affairs, with participants bringing articles of 
interest or summaries of radio/tv shows to stimulate conversation. From February through 
May (at times determined by participants), the discussion is based on the Great Decisions 
book, published by the Foreign Policy Association, using video presentation.  interested?  
call Joanie Shores, (660) 200-5809.     

• Sept. 20 - cuiSine club
    thoMaS reStaurant, 1815 w 39th St, KcMo, 11:30 a.M.

Featuring simple, yet refined food. located 1/2 block east of State 
line road. please contact ellen Johnson for reservations at
ellen.johnson@gmail.com or (816) 561-3663 by Sept. 18.

• 4th tueSday booK club
waldo library, 75th & Grand, KcMo, 6:00 p.M.
AuG. 28 - The Scent of Rain and Lightning by local author Nancy Pickard
SePt. 25 - The Art of Racing in the Rain by Garth Stein
oCt. 23 - The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot
NoV. 27 - Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close by Jonathan Safran Foer
copies of featured books are available on reserve at the waldo circulation 

desk, 30 days in advance to its club date. For more details, please contact Wilma Major 
at (816) 942-5044 or Jane Hatch, (816) 838-7626 or janehatch@yahoo.com.

• Sept. 28 - bridGe Group
10:30 a.M. throuGh lunch
help raise money for our mission-driven activities of the branch by paying a little to play.  
interested?  please call Fran Weeks for location and more information, (913) 649-7048.

you are cordially invited to attend the 34th Annual
American Association of university Women

 Kansas City, Missouri Branch and 
the Kansas City Public Library

tHoRPe MeNN LiteRARy exCeLLeNCe 
AWARD LuNCHeoN

Celebrating the literary excellence of  local authors.
Saturday, october 6, 2012

11:30 Social, 12:00 Lunch and Program
Kansas City Public Library–Central Branch

Helzberg Auditorium, 14 West 10th Street, Kansas City, MO 64105

Join us to honor this year ’s 21 nominated 
local authors and award our three finalists.

In honor of Thorpe Menn (1912-1979),  
longtime book editor of the Kansas City 
Star, the event will feature a special theatrical 
performance. Actor/director Bob Paisley will 
portray Thorpe Menn, and provide insight 
into his life, his work, and his passion for 

Kansas City’s cultural life, especially local authors and artists.

A Special Tribute
“Who Was Thorpe Menn”

About the Finalists
Tasha Haas teaches creative writing, literature, and composition 
at Kansas City Kansas Community College, and previously taught 
fiction writing at the University of Kansas for eight years. She 
received an M.F.A. in fiction writing from Bowling Green State 
University in 1998, and a B.A. in English and French from Fort 
Hays State University in 1992 and studied French for one year at 
the University of Nice in France. In 2004, she was awarded the 
Langston Hughes Creative Writing Award in Fiction—a locally 

prestigious and competitive award given by the Lawrence Arts Center in Lawrence, Kansas. 
Her stories have recently appeared in Web Conjunctions, Coal City Review, Flint Hills Review, 
South Dakota Review, and Stickman Review. She has earned writing residencies and teaching 
fellowships in Costa Rica and Lithuania. Her extensive travels in Europe, Eastern Europe, Russia 
and Central America have greatly informed her writing. She is also an artist and musician. 

Christie Hodgen is the author of the novels Elegies for the 
Brokenhearted and Hello, I Must Be Going, both published by W.W. 
Norton & Co.  Her short story collection, A Jeweler’s Eye for Flaw, 
won the 2001 AWP Award for short fiction and was published 
by the University of Massachusetts Press.  Her short fiction has 
appeared widely in such journals and anthologies as Ploughshares, 
The Georgia Review, The Southern Review, and New Stories from the 
South.  Her awards include two Pushcart Prizes, a grant from the 

National Endowment for the Arts, and a John Simon Guggenheim Fellowship.  She is Associate 
Professor of English at the University of Missouri-Kansas City.

Barbara Stuber co-authored her first book in the fourth grade – 
a Diotionary of nonsense words. Early spelling challenges resolved, 
she now writes short stories and novels. When not writing, Barbara 
is docent at the Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art, drawing inspiration 
for her characters and honing details of setting and plot from 
the museum’s vast creative resource of portraits, landscapes and 
sculpture.  Barbara lives in Kansas City with her family.  Crossing 
the Tracks is an American Library Association Wm. C. Morris Debut 
Award finalist. 

Program
Welcome
Gloria Bandstra

Mistress of Ceremonies

Introductions
       Keynote Speaker

Candice Millard
Distinguished Author

The River of Doubt (2006); The Destiny of the Republic (2011)

Awards Presentation
2 0 1 1  F i N A L i S T S

Tasha Haas
Certain Dawn, Inevitable Dawn

Christie Hodgen
Elegies for the Brokenhearted

Barbara Stuber 
Crossing the Tracks

Keynote speaker and finalists’ books are available for purchase, courtesy of Rainy Day Books.

Centerpiece books are Thorpe Menn committee selections and are available at auction. 
All proceeds support local authors and artists.  Please ask your table hostess for details.

Autographs available.

2 0 1 1  T H O r P E  M E N N  A W A r d  N O M i N E E S

Frank Adams
Mother Speaks Her Name

robin Wayne Bailey
Zombies in Oz and Other Undead Musings

deidre Berry
All About Eva

Kirsten Borg, E.A.
Tsarevna:  The Tsar’s Daughter

diane Mutti Burke
On Slavery’s Border

Tina Hacker 
Cutting It

Charles Hammer 
Of Love and War: 1864

Nancy Levit & douglas O. Linder
The Happy Lawyer:  Making a Good Life in the Law

Ladene Morton
The Brookside Story:  Shops of Every Necessary Character

diane L. rogers
Caleb

Cotton Smith
Ride for Rule Cordell

robert Alfred Taylor,  Jr.
Relationships:  Complete Black  Men’s Guide to

Developing Healthy Relationships

Bill Wilson
Majesty

MArK YOUr CAlendArs:
AAUW Missouri & national events

April 17, 2013 - eQUAl pAY dAY rAllY
Come with us to visit the Capitol in Jefferson City to inform our legislators that...

WOMen deMAnd eQUAl pAY FOr eQUAl WOrK!

MAY 3-5, 2013 – illinOis-MissOUri COnVentiOn – st. lOUis
JUne 9-12, 2013 – AAUW nAtiOnAl COnVentiOn – neW OrleAns

—Linda Berube, AAUW Missouri President

mailto:ellen.johnson@gmail.com

