
Kansas City, Missouri Branch

TAKING ACTION
ver 100 authors, members and guests gathered at the Central Library for the 34th 
Thorpe Menn Literary Excellence Award on Oct. 6.  The 2012 Award was presented 

to Candice Millard for her book Destiny of the Republic: A Tale of Madness, Medicine and 
the Murder of a President. 
Other finalists for this year’s award were: Carolyn Glenn Brewer, Caught Ever After – 
Children of the Ruskin Heights Tornado and Andrea Warren,  Charles Dickens and the 
Street Children of London. Congratulations to all of the 2012 nominated local authors!
Who Was Thorpe Menn?, a theatrical performance, was presented as an 
homage to  Thorpe Menn (1912–1979), longtime book editor of the 
Kansas City Star. We were honored to have his daughters, Gretchen 
Menn and Becky Menn-Hamblin in attendance, traveling from Virginia 
and Tennessee!
“All of the committee’s research, tracking down stories, script writing 
and rehearsals were well worth the extra effort when Gretchen and 
Becky told me ‘You made our year!’,” said Carrie Maidment, Event 
Co-chair. (Watch the tribute online at http://www.metacafe.com/
watch/9251662/who_was_thorpe_menn/.)
We are already making plans for the 35th event in October 2013. If you would like to nominate an author, please 
contact Pamela Chaudoin, Reading Committee Chair, at (816) 728-1304 or pamelachaudoin@sbcglobal.net.

Thorpe Menn Award Luncheon
Celebrates 21 Authors and Its Namesake
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Nettie Irene Van Der Veer

Wagy Awards &
Holiday Luncheon

Saturday,  December 1, 2012
BLUE HILLS COUNTRY CLUB
777 W. Burning Tree Dr., Kansas City, MO 64145 

11:30 a.m.  Social
12:00 p.m.  Seating & Lunch
1:00 p.m.    Awards Presentation

Join fellow AAUW-KC members as we honor community 
organizations for their work in advancing education 
and equity for women and girls.
This year marks our 15th year of the WAGY Awards. 
Contributions have been made to the Leadership Memorial 
Fund in honor of Lucy Wright, Beverly Watkins, Marjorie 
Bernard, Audrey Shafer and Marjorie Rees. If you would 
like to recognize these members who made tremendous 
contributions to AAUW-KCMO, please consider a 
donation in their name. 
To make a donation to be included in this year’s WAGY 
Awards, please mail your check payable to GKCCF 
(AMER01 in memo section) by Nov. 10. ATTN: Karen 
Stelling, 425 W.  61st Terr., KCMO 64113.

RSVP by Nov. 26 to Pam Burke, (816) 361-2098 
or pamelaburke2729@gmail.com. Mail your 
reservation check payable to AAUW-KCMO, 
8044 Summit St., KCMO 64114.

 

(Top l-r) 2012 Thorpe Menn 
Award winner Candice 
Millard, and finalists Andrea 
Warren and Carolyn Glenn 
Brewer.

(Bottom) Actor/Director Bob 
Paisley (as Thorpe Menn) is 
interviewed by Event Co-chair 
Winnie Weinrich during the 
theatrical tribute.

Entertainment by the Treblemakers
$30 per person

http://www.metacafe.com/watch/9251662/who_was_thorpe_menn/
http://www.metacafe.com/watch/9251662/who_was_thorpe_menn/
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Our October calendar of events featured the 
34th Thorpe Menn Literary Excellence Award luncheon. Over 
100 authors, members and guests enjoyed this outstanding 
event and were delighted by the lovely tables, the delicious food, 
and, most of all, the recognition and celebration of the power 
of good writing to stimulate, educate, and entertain thoughtful 
readers. Congratulations to the members of both the Read-
ing Committee and the Event Committee for planning and 
hosting this hallmark event.  As President-elect Nicky Stanke 
commented, “You all are the reason I am proud to be part of 
AAUW-KC.”  
In addition, the members of the “Get Out The Vote” team have 
also made us very proud of both our branch and our satellite 
at KCKCC (Kansas City, Kansas Community College.)  As a 
result of their dedicated work in October, over 80 future vot-
ers have been registered to vote in Kansas City, MO while an 
additional 47 registrations were secured at a recent KCKCC 
event.  We have also distributed our non-partisan educational 
information sheets at each opportunity; these documents were 
designed to encourage voters to make wise choices that sup-
port a woman’s right to determine her own personal and private 
decisions regarding health care, education, and pay equity.  You 
may still participate in GOTV activities, right up to Election 
Day, Tuesday, November 6. 
On November 8, we invite you to attend our next powerful 
program.  Our speaker for the evening will be one of the most 
highly respected and influential members of our branch, Ardy 
Pearson.  Past president at both the branch and state levels and 
a community leader and passionate advocate for many civic and 
women’s issues, Ardy will address the current status of women 
in the state of Missouri.  Please see details in Upcoming Events 
regarding location, time, and reservations.  In addition, please 
review the information regarding this year’s WAGY Awards & 
Holiday Luncheon scheduled for December 1 and make your 
plans accordingly.  Thanks again to Pam Burke and Renee 
Carlson for their excellent program planning.
Acting upon her understanding of the Fourteenth Amend-
ment, in November 1872 Susan B. Anthony registered to vote 
in the Federal election, and on Election Day, she cast her vote 

for U. S. Grant, “based on his 
party’s promise to give the de-
mands of women a respectful 
hearing.”  Subsequently, fol-
lowing a complaint lodged by 
a male poll watcher, a warrant 
for her arrest for illegal voting 
was issued.   At the trial that fol-
lowed, Anthony was not permit-
ted to speak on her own behalf, her case 
was not heard by a jury of her peers as it was an all-male jury, 
and the judge delivered his guilty verdict immediately follow-
ing the arguments, reading an opinion he had apparently pre-
pared prior to the trial.  Anthony was sentenced to pay a $100 
fine, which she refused to pay.  (For a complete account of this 
matter, see The Trial of Susan B. Anthony for Illegal Voting  by 
Doug Linder [2001].)
Let’s keep this story in mind when we go to the polls.  Our 
GOTV motto, “It’s My Vote—I Will Be Heard” pays homage 
to Anthony and all the other brave women who struggled to 
make it possible for us to cast our ballots on November 6.  Let’s 
continue to make our voices count!

Moving Forward...Fighting the  Backlash!

Mary Emily Kitterman
President, AAUW-KCMO
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jOiN
Or reNew

We are making inroads on education equity, 
reproductive choice, health care, work place 
equality, civil rights and more. Join us and 

continue to make our voices heard! 

Annual dues 2012-2013:  $79.00
For more information, please contact Janelle Ramsburg at

ramsburg@kc.rr.com or (913) 831-9763.

Suffrage is the pivotal right.
—Susan B. Anthony

http://law2.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/anthony/sbahome.html


Missouri AAUW’s “Get Out The Vote” campaign has completed 
voter registration drives and as we proceed to the next phase, we still 
have opportunities for volunteers. We need your help with analysis 
of voter registration data, phone banking and canvassing. 

Join us for our phone banking 
party on Saturday, November 
3 from 10:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m. 
at the home of Linda Berube, 
13020 Grand, Kansas City, MO 
64145. We’ll work from a script 
and a list of names and phone 
numbers provided by AAUW. 

Please bring your cell phone(s). Sandwiches will be provided for 
lunch. If you have two hours to spend, that’s fine. Four hours is all 
the better! Bring a friend if you can! The only requirements are that 
callers subscribe to AAUW’s priority positions: 
 * WOMEN’S REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS
 * EQUAL PAY FOR WOMEN
 * COLLEGE AFFORDABILITY
Please contact Jane Crigler at jcrigler@kc.rr.com or (816) 523-
7781 and let her know you’re coming and for more information.

You should have recently received a letter 
from Bev Ryan and Rachel Reeder inviting 
you to make a contribution to AAUW Funds 
this year.  The letter provides the information 
you need to make your tax-deductible 
donation. Following are the different choices 
you have for directing your donations. At the 
AAUW website (www.aauw.org) you can 
learn more about all the ways your donation 
will help support our mission of advancing 
education and equity for women and girls.
Giving unrestricted gifts to AAUW 
Funds (#9110) is the best way to provide 
general support to AAUW, the 501(c)(3) 
organization. By giving unrestricted gifts 

Greetings to all in our mentoring and 
supportive Kansas City Branch!

The members of the Kansas City, Kansas Community College Branch 
want to thank all of you for your generosity and support as we begin 
our first official year as an organized campus entity.  We’ve been very 
busy in just a month of school, and we would like to catch everyone up 
with our whirlwind of activities.  
In keeping with the AAUW national goal of voter registration, 
students, faculty and staff took part in the AAUW-KCKCC organized 
three-hour “GET OUT THE VOTE CELEBRATION” complete 
with faculty, staff and student testimonials, jazz bands, ice cream, 
popcorn and an opportunity to register to vote.  The League of Women 
Voters was on hand for registration, information and encouragement. 
According to our student leaders, Ramona Nelson and Patsy Kile, 
we had 47 students register to vote and we recruited 21 new student 
members.  It was an exciting day in the Student Union for all!
Our group has also been meeting to work on an AAUW Community 
Action Grant proposal.  Events include a forum on the “Equal Pay 
Gap” for Women’s History Month in March, and a seminar on student 
debt for April 2013.  Brochures and resource packets will be developed 
for participants, and college and community supportive organizations.   
We are also planning for a November 13 AAUW-KCKCC tea, and 
our first fundraiser on December 12, 2012.    
For more details, please call Janice McIntyre at (913) 299-2496.

Update:  Campaign 2012 tHe SateLLite COnneCtiOn:
From the AAUW-KCKCC Branch
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aaUW FUndS
dOnatiOnS FOr 2012

to AAUW Funds (#9110), you receive the 
benefit of a tax deduction, and you make it 
possible to respond to the most urgent needs 
and greatest opportunities to break through 
educational and economic barriers – and you 
make the biggest impact on women and girls 
who are working for their fair chance.
Following are descriptions of the funds you 
support with your unrestricted gift. (You 
may also direct your tax-deductible gift to a 
specific fund.)
• Legal Advocacy Fund (#3999) supports the 

protection of the legal rights of those who 
are facing discrimination.

• Educational Opportunities Fund (#4336) 
supports educational and lifelong learning 
opportunities that give women a chance for 
a lifetime of success.

• Eleanor Roosevelt Fund (#9170) supports 

AAUW research to provide analysis, data, 
and accurate information about issues that 
are important to women and girls.

• Public Policy Fund (#4337) supports advocacy 
for public policies and laws that are fair to 
women.

• Leadership Programs Fund (#4339) supports 
programs that develop women’s potential 
to lead in their schools, communities, and 
country.

Make all checks payable to AAUW Funds. If 
you prefer to direct your gift to a specific fund, 
please indicate the name or number of the fund 
in the memo section of your check and mail 
to AAUW, P.O. Box 98045, Washington, DC 
20090-8045. Or you may contribute online 
at www.aauw.org/contribute.
Please call Bev at (816) 333-2159 or Rachel, 
(913) 449-0588 if you have any questions.
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www.aauw.org


uPcOMiNG eVeNts
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aauw-kcmo monthly events
• NOV. 9 & 23 - Friday FOruM

waldO library, 75th & GraNd, KcMO, 10:00 a.M.
this is an informal discussion group on current affairs, with participants bringing articles of 
interest or summaries of radio/tV shows to stimulate conversation. From February through 
May (at times determined by participants), the discussion is based on the Great Decisions 
book, published by the Foreign Policy association, using video presentation.  interested?  
call Joanie shores, (660) 200-5809.     

• NOV. 15 - cuisiNe club
    braVO cuciNa italiaNa, 5005 west 117th st., 

leawOOd, Ks 66211, 11:30 a.M.
with an emphasis on food that is fresh, made-to-order and 
authentic italian!  rsVP to ellen Johnson for reservations at

ellen.johnson@gmail.com or (816) 931-5288 by nov. 14.

• 4th tuesday bOOK club
waldO library, 75th & GraNd, KcMO, 6:00 P.M.
nov. 27 - Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close

                     by Jonathan safran Foer
copies of featured books are available on reserve at the waldo 
circulation desk, 30 days in advance to its club date. For more details, 
please contact wilma major at (816) 942-5044 or Jane hatch, 

(816) 838-7626 or janehatch@yahoo.com.

• NOV. 30 - bridGe GrOuP
10:30 a.M. thrOuGh luNch
help raise money for our mission-driven activities of the branch by paying a little to play.  
interested?  Please call Fran weeks for location and more information, (913) 649-7048.

mark YOUr CaLendarS:
aaUW-missouri & national events

apriL 17, 2013 - eQUaL paY daY raLLY
Come with us to visit the Capitol in Jefferson City to inform our legislators that...

WOmen demand eQUaL paY FOr eQUaL WOrk!

maY 3-5, 2013 – iLLinOiS-miSSOUri COnventiOn – St. LOUiS
Keynote Speaker: AAUW Executive Director Linda Hallman

JUne 9-12, 2013 – aaUW natiOnaL COnventiOn – neW OrLeanS
—Linda Berube, AAUW-Missouri President

Patsy campos  11/2
alice knight  11/17
cecilia morehouse 11/22
mollie caldwell 11/29
earline Bentley 11/30

May your age spots 
be small, and your 

wrinkles be few, may 
you wear a bikini ‘til 

you’re 102!

Join us at the memBeRshiP meeting!

thuRsday, novemBeR 8
the Beacon

5031 Main street (across from andre’s), Kansas city, MO 64112

5:30–7:30 P.m.
take time to ponder these intriguing questions: 

What percentage of Missouri pregnancies
are unintended?

(You’ll be surprised!)

What percentage of registered Missouri 
women voted in the last election?

(Not too bad, considering...)
longtime aauw-Kc member ardy Pearson will answer these questions and 

present other findings from the “Missouri Women’s Report: How Women in 
Missouri Are Faring in Comparison with the Population as a Whole.”  

Platters of appetizers to share.  cost: $10 per guest.

rsVP to Pam Burke at (816) 361-2098 or pamelaburke2729@gmail.com

Oops... We apologize for misspellings in Oct. 2012 TAKING ACTION.
New member is Cynthia Ginn and happy birthday to Rosie Grinstead.

Please visit kansascity-mo.aauw.net  for more information.

http://kansascity-mo.aauw.net

