
Kansas City, Missouri Branch

TAKING ACTIONAmerican Association of University Women

ur fall kick-off event on Sept. 8 welcomed three new members. Dana Perry is 
returning to us from China and renewing her membership, and Cynthia Gimm 

and Riva Capellari joined our branch as new members.

Joanie Shores, Public Policy Co-Chair, reported that our Get Out The Vote committee 
continues to offer opportunities to register voters and gather the names of people 
interested in AAUW.  Also, our Co-Program VPs Pam Burke and Renee Carlson, 
shared the upcoming schedule of events for 2012-2013 and encouraged all of us to 
join the fun.  Thanks to Pam and Renee for their tireless efforts to plan an exciting 
program year! 

When you attend an AAUW sponsored event, general meeting, or interest group – bring 
a friend! Janelle Ramsburg, Membership VP, emphasized that the best way to recruit 
new members is to let them get to know us…and the growth of the branch is everybody’s business! If you have a friend or acquaintance 
whom you think would be interested in joining AAUW, please forward their name and address to Janelle at ramsburg@kc.rr.com.

(Top l-r) Pam Burke greeted everyone with a smile. Members and 
guests indulged in conversation and refreshments. 

$30 Per Guest / Lunch Catered by Pierpont’s

Please respond by Oct. 2. Free parking with ticket validation. 
RSVP to Ellen Johnson at (816) 931-5288 or ellen.johnson@gmail.com.

Reserve your seat for the 34th Annual American Association of University Women  
Kansas City, Missouri Branch and  The Kansas City Public Library

ThoRPe Menn LiTeRARy exCeLLenCe AWARdCelebrating the literary excellence of  local authors.
Saturday, october 6, 2012

11:30 Social, 12:00 Luncheon and Program
Kansas City Public Library–Central Branch

Helzberg Auditorium, 14 West 10th Street, Kansas City, MO 64105
In honor of Thorpe Menn (1912-1979), 
longtime book editor of the Kansas City 
Star, the event will feature a special theatrical 
performance. Actor/director Bob Paisley 
will portray Menn, and provide insight into 
his life, his work, and his passion for Kansas 

City’s cultural life, especially local authors and artists.

A Special Tribute

join us to honor & celebr ate loc al authors!

FALL FLING—Fun was had by all!

oct. 2012
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learn act connect

President’s MessaGe
Resolved, that it is the duty of the women of this country to

secure to themselves their sacred right to the elective franchise.
 —Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Declaration of Sentiments and Resolutions

Seneca Falls (NY) Convention, 1848

AAUW-KCMO Branch — TAKING ACTION

It’s official! Our work plan for 
a year full of educational opportunities, 
service activities, and personal growth with 
a like-minded group of friends is underway!  
Supporting equal rights for women and 
girls is a full-time, 24/7 endeavor, and 
our Kansas City Branch is energetically 
engaged this fall in the complexities of this 
task.  This brief message provides a quick 
overview of our current activities and invites 
you to read the more detailed descriptions 
and discussions below.  Thanks to all our 
newsletter authors and to Linda Berube, 
Sara Pedram and Carrie Maidment for 
editing, publishing, and distributing our 
October issue.
On Equality Day many of us joined in the 
city-wide celebration of the ratification of 
the 19th Amendment (1920). When we 
remember the passion and sacrifice that 
women sustained over a 92-year period to 
win the right to vote, we understand why 
in 2012 AAUW engaged in a nationwide 
Get Out the Vote campaign. Women’s right 
to vote was hard won, and we are reminded 
of Susan B. Anthony, Alice Paul and many 
other “Iron Jawed Angels.”  We appreciate 
the work of the Get Out the Vote team 
and the leadership of our Public Policy Co-
Chairs Joanie Shores and Jane Crigler.
On Sept. 8 we inaugurated our 2012-13 
program year at our Fall Fling. Thanks to 
our Membership VP Janelle Ramsburg 
and our Co-Program VPs Pam Burke 
and Renee Carlson, we enjoyed a festive 
afternoon for members.  See the cover story 
to learn the names of our newest members; 
we enthusiastically welcome them!

The Thorpe Menn committees are putting 
the finishing touches on the Literary 
Excellence Award luncheon on Oct. 6.  
This annual event will honor 21 nominated 
local authors in 2012 and promises to be 
both fun and educational;  we will learn 
more about Thorpe Menn himself through 
a theatrical presentation about his life and 
his work as a writer and person of cultural 
influence. Thanks to both the Reading and 
Event Committees for all the planning and 
thought that have gone into this program. 
We look forward to learning the names of 
the three finalists. We know we will have 
several guests, including some potential 
new members and a returning member 
from Iowa, Gloria Bandstra. We hope you 
will be there, too!
This month our Branch partnered with 
other organizations in activities designed to 
empower women and girls.  You will read 
about our work with Kansas City’s public 
television (KCPT) Community Cinema 
screening of Half the Sky, a new film focused 
on women’s issues around the globe.
In addition, we will provide support for 
the 7th biennial Activism for Human 
Rights Conference hosted by Global and 

Multicultural Education and UMKC 
Women’s Center.  Two of our members, 
Sara Pedram and Brenda Bethman, serve as 
leaders for the conference on Oct. 4 and 5, and 
our Public Policy Co-Chair Joanie Shores is 
a member of the conference planning team. 
(For more details see Upcoming Events.)
It’s been a busy and meaningful month, but 
we are all energized by these programs and 
events. Members of the various interest 
groups have scheduled their meetings and 
invite you to participate as well.  As one of 
our AAUW stickers proclaims, “YOU are 
the key to a better future for women and girls.”  
Keeping this slogan in mind, we look forward 
to October!
Moving Forward...Fighting the  Backlash!

Mary Emily Kitterman
President, AAUW-KCMO

The Kansas City Equality Day Demonstration on Aug. 25 featured an Equality March and 
Women’s History Wall, and Congressman Emanuel Cleaver addressed the crowd. 

oct. 2012



Missouri is one of just 17 states selected to participate in this 
exciting campaign, with our goal being to enfranchise women and 
mobilize them to vote.  Our target population involves millennia 
women, ages 18-31. Thus far, we’ve conducted voter registration 
drives at UMKC Women’s Center, ‘lunch ‘n learn’ VR drives at 
the Plaza Library and a VR drive at Women’s Equality Day.  We 
are reaching out to a diverse community through local businesses 
including a beauty salon, bakery and a motorcycle club.
On Sept. 25, National Voter Registration Day, we celebrated with 
special activities.
Early Oct. will see us reaching out to register the young mothers of 
Operation Breakthrough.  The deadline for voter registration in this 
area is Oct.10, but even after that we plan to continue to encourage 
young women to develop ‘the voting habit’. Voter education, phone 
banking and some selective canvassing will continue.
There’s so much at stake this Nov. 6!  Some critical issues are 
women’s reproductive rights, college affordability and equal pay for 
women.  We need your help! – To volunteer, please contact Joanie 
Shores at joanshores101@aol.com or 1-660-200-5809.  We have 
several needs including writing voter guides, analysis of various 
voter data and phone banking.  

AAUW-KC was well represented 
at KCPT’s (Kansas City’s Public 
Television) Community Cinema 
event at the Tivoli on Sept. 8, with 
members (l-r) Arzie Umali and 
Linda Berube participating in a 

panel discussion following the “Half the Sky” film screening. 
Other organizations represented were Hope House, MOCSA and 
Veronica’s Voice. Prior to the viewing, AAUW’s information table 
was ably womaned by Mary Emily Kitterman, Sara Pedram and 
Winnie Weinrich.
This candid film took us on a journey to 10 countries and told stories 
of courageous women and girls who are dealing with issues of sex 
trafficking, forced prostitution, gender-based violence and maternal 
mortality. Across the globe this oppression is being confronted and 
real meaningful solutions are being fashioned through health care, 
education and economic empowerment. 
If you missed the screening, watch this inspiring film in a two-part 
series on KCPT, Oct. 1 and 2 at 8:00 p.m. 

After a summer of record-breaking heat, Aug. 25 dawned a cool, 
overcast morning, perfect for this first-time event.  Greater Kansas 
City celebrated Women’s Equality Day, the 92nd anniversary of 
women gaining the right to vote. 
Over a dozen local women’s organizations shared in planning this 
exciting Women’s Rights Demonstration with a theme of “Pushing 
Back/Marching Forward”.  Located at the Country Club Plaza 
with the beautiful J.C. Nichols horse fountain as our backdrop, we 
joined in singing, marching and hearing from outstanding speakers 
including Congressman Emanuel Cleaver. (See photos on previous 
page.)
AAUW-KC Branch staffed tables for voter registration, AAUW 
membership, and details on the 2013 Equal Pay Day Rally.  Thanks 
to all of you who supported this effort – members and spouses too!

UpdatE:  Campaign 2012

“turning oppression into opportunity 
for Women WorldWide”

Determined Women of KC Hold 
Equality Day Demonstration!

AAUW-KCMO Branch — TAKING ACTION

Please visit kansascity-mo.aauw.net  for more information.

join
or renew

We are making inroads on education equity, 
reproductive choice, health care, work place 
equality, civil rights and more. Join us and 

continue to make our voices heard! 

Annual dues 2012-2013:  $79.00
For more information, please contact Janelle Ramsburg at

ramsburg@kc.rr.com or (913) 831-9763.

“Half the Sky”
Film Screening 

(l-r) Sara Pedram and Mary Emily Kitterman informing women about AAUW at the KCPT  “Half 
the Sky” film screening event.
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uPcoMinG events
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AAUW-KCMo MonThLy evenTS
• oct. 12 & 26 - Friday ForuM

waldo library, 75th & Grand, KcMo, 10:00 a.M.
this is an informal discussion group on current affairs, with participants bringing articles of 
interest or summaries of radio/tv shows to stimulate conversation. From February through 
May (at times determined by participants), the discussion is based on the Great Decisions 
book, published by the Foreign Policy Association, using video presentation.  interested?  
call Joanie Shores, (660) 200-5809.     

• oct. 18 - cuisine club
    chez elle, 1713 suMMit st. , KcMo 64108, 11:30 a.M.

Featuring  a wide selection of sweet and savory crepes and robust 
coffees.  Please contact ellen Johnson for reservations at
ellen.johnson@gmail.com or (816) 931-5288 by oct. 15.

• 4th tuesday booK club
waldo library, 75th & Grand, KcMo, 6:00 P.M.
oCT. 23 - The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks

                     by Rebecca Skloot
nov. 27 - Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close

                     by Jonathan Safran Foer
copies of featured books are available on reserve at the waldo 
circulation desk, 30 days in advance to its club date. For more details, 

please contact Wilma Major at (816) 942-5044 or Jane hatch, (816) 838-7626 or 
janehatch@yahoo.com.

• oct. 26 - bridGe GrouP
10:30 a.M. throuGh lunch
help raise money for our mission-driven activities of the branch by paying a little to play.  
interested?  Please call Fran Weeks for location and more information, (913) 649-7048.

Mark YOUr CalEndars:
aaUW Missouri & national Events

april 17, 2013 - EQUal paY daY rallY
Come with us to visit the Capitol in Jefferson City to inform our legislators that...

WOMEn dEMand EQUal paY FOr EQUal WOrk!

MaY 3-5, 2013 – illinOis-MissOUri COnvEntiOn – st. lOUis
JUnE 9-12, 2013 – aaUW natiOnal COnvEntiOn – nEW OrlEans

—Linda Berube, AAUW Missouri President

Sara Pedram, Director, Global and Multicultural Education 
(GAME) and Dr. Brenda Bethman, Director, UMKC Women’s 
Center, will preside at the 7th biennial Activism for Human 
Rights Conference on Oct. 4-5, Embassy Suites Hotel/Country 
Club Plaza, Kansas City, MO.
The conference will focus on two United Nations Conventions: 
Rights of the Child (CRC) and Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW).  Keynote speakers 
are Lillian Pardo, MD, Professor Emerita, KU Medical Center 
(focus on CEDAW); and Meg Gardinier, Chair, National 
Coalition for Ratification of CRC.  Workshop topics include 
Violence Against Women and Girls, Juvenile Justice, Women and 
Sustainability, Immigration, and more.
See website (http://activismhumanrights.wordpress.com/) for 
two-day event schedule, pricing and registration. You may also 
email info@kcglobalconcepts.org or call (816) 753-2372.

“Activism for Human Rights” 
Conference – Oct. 4 & 5

aaUW-kCMO is a prOUd partnEr and spOnsOr. 
please make plans to join us! 

Arzie Umali                10/4
Suzanne Carroll        10/20
Anita Parran              10/21
Rose Grindstead        10/27
Stephanie holthaus 10/28
Marian Wade              10/28

May your age 
spots be small, and 
your wrinkles be 

few, may you wear 
a bikini ‘til you’re 

102!

AAUW-KCMo MeMBeRShiP MeeTinG
Take time to ponder these intriguing questions: 

What percentage of Missouri pregnancies
are unintended?
(you’ll be surprised!)

What percentage of registered Missouri 
women voted in the last election?

(not too bad, considering...)
our own Ardy Pearson will answer these questions and present other findings 

from the “Missouri Women’s Report: How Women in Missouri Are Faring in 
Comparison with the Population as a Whole.”  

Please join us on Thursday, november 8 at The Beacon, 5031 Main street 
(across from andre’s) from 5:30-7:30 p.m. for dinner and this informative program.

For reservations, please call Pam Burke at (816) 361-2098 or email 
pamelaburke2729@hotmail.com. 

http://activismhumanrights.wordpress.com/
mailto:info@kcglobalconcepts.org

