
Kansas City, Missouri Branch

TAKING ACTION

he Board has unanimously voted to help raise funds for an 
additional $1,000 scholarship to be awarded at the 100 High 
School Girls event in April 2013, and additional funding for 

our Reentry Woman of the Year scholarships also awarded in April.
Therefore, we propose a series of new winter and spring activities 
that will be both fun and educational. Initial fundraising events and 
activities include:
•   A Holiday Brunch at Linda Berube’s beautiful Hallmark-

decorated home (details following)
•   A tour of the National Archives at Kansas City 

(details following) 
•   A theatre trip
•   A concert of music by and about women 

presented by new member Riva Capellari and 
friends.

•   A progressive dinner at members’ homes
•   A tour of the American Jazz Museum
•   A silent auction
As the inaugural event in this series, you are cordially 
invited to a Holiday Brunch at the home of Linda 
Berube on Saturday, Dec. 29 from 10:00 a.m. to 
noon. Watch your inbox for an evite with all the 
details coming soon.
We have also planned a tour of the National 
Archives at Kansas City (400 W. Pershing Road) 
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DOLLARS for SCHOLARS
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on Saturday, Jan. 19 at 2:00 p.m. followed by a dessert reception. 
Our own Stephanie Holthaus will be our docent/tour guide. This is 
one of 13 regional branches of the National Archives that covers the 
central plains region. The facility houses original records from nine 
federal agencies in the region. Current exhibits are “School House to 
White House: The Education of the Presidents” and “Between the Rivers:  
Steamboating in Missouri and Iowa.”  In addition to exhibit galleries, 
the tour will include a short film “Democracy Starts Here,” and provide 
a wealth of information about the region.

Additional event dates, times and details will be 
announced in future newsletters.

Need a great holiday gift idea?
Why not purchase a “Gift of Education for 
Girls” for just $25. This attractively-wrapped 
gift packet contains a Trader Joe’s chocolate bar 
and an acknowledgement card that reads, “A 
donation has been made in your name to support 
education for women and girls.” Your gift will 
assist a female student who starts college in the 
fall of 2013. Not only will you be contributing 
to a scholarship and honoring someone—you 
will also receive a tax deduction! These gifts are 
available for purchase at upcoming AAUW-KC 
events, or you can contact Stefanie Hatfield at 
(816) 942-4779 or sthatfield@everestkc.net.

Wishing youHappy Holidays and a New Year filled with prosperity and success!

2012 100 High School Girls and Reentry Woman of the Year scholarship nominees and recipients.
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During this time of the year our thoughts turn to holiday celebrations, and our plans include 
spending more time with family and friends, engaged in holiday gatherings and festivities. So, as a member or friend of 
AAUW-KC, you may have made plans to attend our 15th annual Wagy Awards & Holiday Luncheon to be held on 
Saturday, Dec. 1 at the Blue Hills Country Club. At this time, our branch will award a number of grants to selected 
community organizations whose projects seek to “promote societal change through programs benefiting women and girls.”  
Funded by an initial generous grant from long-time member, Irene Van Der Veer Wagy, and by other additional gifts 
from branch members, these awards embody the philanthropic arm of our AAUW mission.  Since 1998, 65 grants have 
been made totaling $163,138.  The funds are administered by the Greater Kansas City Community Foundation but, of 
course, the selection of the grant winners is made by the members of our Wagy Committee, currently chaired by Karen 
Stelling. Over the years, we have supported projects that focused on issues of women’s health, women’s education (includ-
ing  prioritizing science, math, technology, and engineering education for girls), domestic violence and sexual harrassment, 
homelessness, literacy, and career success for at-risk girls.  This year, statements of interest were received and reviewed from 
28 organizations. Eight proposals were named for final consideration by the committee, and the winners, of course, are 
to be announced on Dec. 1.  While our branch also engages in other significant philanthropic projects , we can well point 
with pride to our Wagy Awards and their impact on our greater Kansas City community.  We do hope you will be present 
for this celebration of our mission.

As always, I want to thank each and every one of you for your support for the work of our branch throughout 2012. In 
November, our “Get Out the Vote” team completed its significant voter education and registration project with final phone 
bank sessions where over 900 calls were made; the Finance Committee launched Dollars for Scholars, a new fundraising 
campaign to lend additional support to both the 100 High School Girls and Reentry Woman of the Year scholarship funds 
(see cover for details); and the Membership and Program Vice Presidents hosted a most successful membership meeting on 
Nov. 8 that featured an engaging and stimulating talk about the current status of women in Missouri, presented by Ardy 
Pearson, past president of both AAUW-KC and AAUW-Missouri.   

With all good wishes for Happy Holidays and a marvelous New Year!

 
Moving Forward...Fighting the  Backlash!

Mary Emily Kitterman
Mary Emily Kitterman
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Even though women, in general, earn less than men, have less money in retire-
ment, and outlive their spouses, this study demonstrates that Boomer and older 

women are more likely to give and give more to charity than men.
—Women Give 2012, a research report from the Center on Philanthropy, Indiana University

join
or renew

We are making inroads on education equity, 
reproductive choice, health care, work place 
equality, civil rights and more. Join us and 

continue to make our voices heard! 

Annual dues 2012-2013:  $79.00
For more information, please contact Janelle Ramsburg at

ramsburg@kc.rr.com or (913) 831-9763.



Our “Get Out The Vote” campaign team thanks everyone who helped us 
with our voter registration drives, phone bank, and numerous other events 
leading up to the 2012 election.
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Members gathered in Nov. 
for Presidential Debate 
watch parties. (l-r) Earline 
Bentley, hostess Mary 
Emily Kitterman, Patsy 
Kile,  Bambi Shen, Gene 
Foster, Janet Kannard, 
Stefanie Hatfield, Joanie 
Shores and Mollie 
Caldwell. (Not pictured:  
Winnie Weinrich)
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MeMber sPotliGht...
By Jane Crigler

Cynthia Ginn joined our 
Kansas City Branch at this year’s Fall 
Fling event but had been interested in our 
activities for some time. A friend and former 
work colleague, she always perked up when 
I talked about our 100 High School Girls 
event and projects such as the Equal Pay 
Day Rally. She inquired about our mission 
and found herself perfectly in sync with our 
aims and what we do and decided to join.
Cynthia was born and raised in Kansas City. 
She went to KC public schools, graduating 
from Southeast High School. She went 
to college at Jackson State University 
receiving a BS in Psychology and later went 

to graduate school receiving an MBA from 
the University of Phoenix.
Cynthia, a twin, is one of seven children 
born to parents who were married for 48 
years before the passing of their mother in 
2002. All but two of her siblings, along with 
their father, still live in this area. Cynthia’s 
father continues to live in his own home 
but requires considerable attention due 
to medical issues. Cynthia, like so many 
others, balances the need to attend to his 
issues while working full time. 
Cynthia is married to an electrical contractor 
who owns Ric Ginn Electric LLC, serves 
on the Board of Vatterott College, and is 
a mentor to urban core youth who want to 
become electricians. Cynthia has two grown 

sons and a first new grandchild. One of her 
sons is a police officer in KC and the other 
lives in Atlanta and is Executive Producer 
for a TV network. 
Cynthia is Grants Coordinator for a 
research department in the UMKC School 
of Medicine. Outside of work she enjoys 
reading, travel and shopping. She and her 
husband are also dog lovers and have three 
at this time.
Cynthia looks forward to getting involved 
in 100 High School Girls and public policy 
activities. 
Do you have a Member Spotlight story 
to share?  Please email Linda Berube, 
lberube283@aol.com or Sara Pedram, 
spedram45@kc.rr.com.

On Nov. 3 members joined together at Linda Berube’s home to call 
young millennial women to remind them to vote. (l-r) Pam Burke, Sara 
Pedram, Jane Crigler, Joanie Shores, Suzanne Carroll and Dodie Murphy.  
(Not pictured: Riva Capellari, Karen Smith and Mollie Caldwell.) 

The largest number of women in U.S. history will serve in the 113th 
Congress.  An all-time high of 20 women (16D, 4R) will work in the Senate 

along with at least 77 women (57D, 20R) in the House, also a record.

—Kansas City Star, Nov. 2012

women making histoRy...

(Seated l-r) Hostess Linda Berube and 
Janice McIntyre joined in with a toast to 
a job well done. 

Callers were in every room, including 
Sara Pedram (r) making calls from the 
laundry room.

mailto:lberube283@aol.com
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aauw-kcmo monthly events
• dec. 14 & 28 - Friday ForuM

waldo library, 75th & Grand, KcMo, 10:00 a.M.
this is an informal discussion group on current affairs, with participants bringing articles of 
interest or summaries of radio/tV shows to stimulate conversation. From February through 
May (at times determined by participants), the discussion is based on the Great Decisions 
book, published by the Foreign Policy association, using video presentation.  interested?  
call Joanie shores, (660) 200-5809.     

• thursday, dec. 20 - cuisine club 
  PotlucK & white elePhant
  GiFt exchanGe

11:30 aM, oaK hall, 4550 warwicK blVd, KcMo 64111
rsVP to ellen Johnson for reservations at ellen.johnson@
gmail.com or (816) 931-5288 by Dec. 18.

• 4th tuesday booK club
no booK club in deceMber
For details on future books and club schedule, please contact wilma major at (816) 
942-5044 or Jane hatch, (816) 838-7626 or janehatch@yahoo.com.

• dec. 28 - bridGe GrouP
10:30 a.M. throuGh lunch
help raise money for our mission-driven activities of the branch by paying a little to play.  
interested?  Please call Fran weeks for location and more information, (913) 649-7048.

Mark your Calendars:
aauW-Missouri & national events

april 17, 2013 - eQual pay day rally
Come with us to visit the Capitol in Jefferson City to inform our legislators that...

WoMen deMand eQual pay For eQual Work!

May 3-5, 2013 – illinois-Missouri Convention – st. louis
Keynote Speaker: AAUW Executive Director linda hallman

June 9-12, 2013 – aauW national Convention – neW orleans
—linda Berube, AAUW-Missouri President

Diane krizek  12/7
ann kindred  12/10
connie gray  12/16
Bambi shen  12/26
Beverly Ryan  12/27
charleen Brain  12/27
Pamela chaudoin   12/27

May your age spots be small, and 
your wrinkles be few, may you 

wear a bikini ‘til you’re 102!

Please visit www.aauwkc.org  for more information.

Your Future, Your Earnings 
Campus Action Project 
Receives $2,550 Grant

On Nov. 9, Carolyn Garfein, AAUW National President, notified 
AAUW-KCKCC that our grant proposal for Your Future, Your 
Earnings, was selected to receive a 2012-13 Campus Action Project, 
Graduating to a Pay Gap grant in the amount of $2,550. The grant 
will help fund activities during the spring semester to educate 
students about the female pay gap and student loan debt. Another 
goal of the grant is to empower students by showing them how to 
negotiate on their own behalf.

This grant-writing project took “a village” to write in the space of 
about two weeks.  Janice McIntyre was the primary writer, with 
assistance from Barbara Clark-Evans, Patsy Kile, Mary Emily 
Kitterman, various college personnel, and friends. A more detailed 
list of “village” members will be forthcoming with a public recognition 
of their contributions.

For more details, please call Janice McIntyre at (913) 299-2496.

the satellite ConneCtion:
From the AAUW-KCKCC Branch

Last month you should have received a letter from Bev Ryan 
inviting you to make a contribution to AAUW Funds this year.  
The letter provides all of the information you need to make a tax-
deductible donation or you can visit the AAUW website (www.
aauw.org) to contribute online. All donations go to support our 
mission of advancing education and equity for women and girls.
Please call Bev at (816) 333-2159 if you have any questions.

aauW Funds 2012 donations-
There’s sTill Time To give!

AAUW-KC members at 2011 Equal Pay Day Rally.


